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Gen er a l  com m en t s 
 

This paper tests candidates’ com petency in Arabic language in three m easures;  a 

reading com prehension, directed writ ing and Arabic gram m ar. The total mark for this 

paper is 70, which is the accum ulat ion of 30 m arks for the reading com prehension, 10 

marks for demonst rat ing summ ary writ ing skills, 10 marks for directed writ ing and 20 

marks for gramm ar. 

 

I n this ser ies, a greater num ber of candidates had responded well to all quest ions 

with clear and well st ructured sentences. Those who perform ed well showed good 

competence and abilit y in writ ing and understanding of Arabic texts and gram m ar.  

 

The t im e allocated for the paper was sufficient  for the average candidate, who were 

fam iliar with the specificat ion of this paper and its requirem ents, and with the exam  

mater ial of the previous ser ies.  

 

Can d id at es’  p er f o r m an ce 

 

Sect ion  1 :  Read in g  com p r eh en sion  an d  u n d er st an d in g :  

Candidates are required to read a given text  and answer 6 quest ions to elicit  

com prehension on a range of dem and relat ing to recall,  inference and manipulat ion of 

inform at ion. 

 

Qu est ion  1 a  

Many candidates scored well on this quest ion. A large num ber of candidates copied 

direct ly from  the text  and m anaged to m ent ion two points (covering and shielding the 

body) , and scored 2 m arks. They were unable to achieve a higher m ark as they did 

not  specified that  clothes were considered a life’s necessity. 

 

Qu est ion  1 b  

This was a good discrim inator quest ion.  More able candidates m anaged to score 4 to 

5 m arks, while less able candidates found it  harder to score above 3 m arks. Som e 

candidates lost  m arks as they copied direct ly from  the text .    

 

Qu est ion  1 c  

This was another good discrim inator quest ion. Candidates who scored well managed to 

use their  own language and style to show their  understanding of the relevant  points in 

the text . However, som e candidates resorted to arbit rary copying from  the text  for 

both relevant  and irrelevant  inform at ion. Candidates were not  penalized for spelling 

m istakes as long as such m istakes did not  distort  m eaning.  

 

Below are som e examples of errors where candidates lost  m arks;    

The use of مجالات  instead of   مجلات  

or:     

 .بدلا من أصبحت الموضة صناعة وتجارة موضة الصناعة والتجارةظهرت 



 
 

Qu est ion  1 d :    

The m ajority of responses were accurate, except  when candidates m ade errors such 

as the following:  

 

  .الإنتاج الزراعي للقطن والكتان صناعةتحسن 

  .الغزل والنسيج زراعة إزدهار

  .على تصميم الأقمشة الأزياء تنافس

  .على تصميم الأقمشة المصانعتنافس 

 

Qu est ion  1 e  

Many candidates failed to get  the first  point  about  Ellie Sa’ub being a pioneer in 

fashion design and/ or that  he was renowned internat ionally in a short  period of t ime. 

Candidates’ comm on m istakes in this quest ion were:   

  .حالياً  أنه من أهم رواد تصميم الأزياء

  .عديدةاشتهر عالمياً في سنوات 

 

Qu est ion  1 f  

Most  candidates understood this quest ion and provided good answers.  However, 

som e lost  m arks due to m istakes such as the following:  

  

  .بدلاً من المكانة الإجتماعية الحالة الإجتماعية أو مستوى المعيشة أو المستوى المادي

  .وليس بساطة الملبس بساطة الإنسان

  .هي الأناقة والعكس هو الصحيح البساطة

 

 

Sect ion  2 :  Di r ect ed  w r i t in g  

 

Qu est ion  2 a 

There was a clear im provem ent  in candidates’ response to sum m ary writ ing in 

comparison to previous series. The m ajority of the candidates showed good 

understanding of the text , and m anaged to list  the key points. The m ajorit y of 

candidates scored m ore than 6 m arks.  

 

Qu est ion  2 b  

Candidates did very well in this writ ing exercise, except  for a few who either 

m isunderstood the task, or repeated the story of the text  given in Quest ion 2. 

Exam iners not iced that  there was good im provem ent  in candidates’ abilit y to write 

accurately. 

 

 

  



 
 

Sect ion  3 :  Gr am m ar  

 

Candidates found Qu est ion  3  and Qu est ion  6  the m ost  challenging of the gramm ar 

sect ion. I t  would appear that  only the well prepared candidates m anaged to score full 

m arks. 

 

Qu est ion  3  

Many candidates m anaged to respond correct ly to sect ions (a)  and (e) .  I n other 

sect ions som e candidates could not  ident ify الفعل المبني للمجهول in sect ion b, and   

in sect  الضمير الذي جاء في محل نصب مفعولاً به or الاسم الممنوع من الصرف  ions c and d. 

 

Qu est ion  4  

A large number of candidates found it  difficult  to give an exam ple of a demonst rat ive 

pronoun in an accusat ive case, as required by sect ion 1.  

 

Qu est ion  5   

This quest ion was designed to give all candidates the chance of choosing a suitable 

answer in a m ult iple choice quest ion. However, a large number of the candidates failed 

to select  the correct  item s in sect ions (b)  and (c) .  

 

Qu est ion  6  

This was the most  challenging of the gram m ar quest ion but  the m ajority of candidates 

managed to secure good m arks. Som e candidates m anaged to ident ify the past  tense 

but  they added incorrect  inform at ion and they lost  a m ark. For example:  

  .مجزومفعل ماضي : سافر

  .وعلامة جره الفتحةفعل ماضي مبني : سافر

  



 
 

Gen er a l  ad v ice t o  can d id at es 

1.  Familiar ise yourselves with previous quest ion papers and their mark 

schem es which norm ally carry valuable inform at ion that  can be very 

helpful when answering future exams. 

 
2.  Ensure that  you understand the technical and the adm inist rat ive 

requirem ents of the exam  paper. 

 
3.  Enrich your knowledge and understanding of Arabic gramm ar as specified 

in the syllabus.  

 
4.  Adhere to writ ing your answers in the answer area in the quest ion paper. 

I n the event  of running out  of space in the answer area. 

 

5.  Ask for ext ra lined paper from  invigilators should the specified area not  be 

big enough for their responses. 

 

6.  Do not  answer two or  more quest ion in an answer area allocated for one 

quest ion. 

 
7.  Underline the im portant  words or phrases that  refer  to the required task 

when answering a quest ion, to ensure that  you respond to the ent ire task, 

and to avoid giving irrelevant  inform at ion. 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies  

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 

link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pearson Educat ion Lim ited. Registered com pany number 872828  

with its registered office at  80 St rand, London WC2R 0RL 


